THE  CHILDREN'S-OMNIBUS

confusion, he rushed out into the open air, and with
difficulty fluttered to some bushes, not far off, where
he sank down, exhausted, into the deep snow. Here
he lay unconscious.

But it \vould be too painful to follow the poor
outcast through all his misfortunes, and to witness
the misery and privation he suffered during that severe
winter; we will therefore only say that he lay in a
dreamy state amongst the rushes in the marsh, when
the sun again began to shine warmly upon the earth,
and the larks began to sing, for it was early spring.

Then the young Drake spread out his wings, which
had grown much,stronger, and with ease they carried
him away, so that almost before he knew it, he found
himself in a large garden, where the fruit-trees were
in all the splendour of full blossom, and the lilac
scented the air, whilst the green branches hung down
to the stream which wound picturesquely through
the soft lawn. Oh, it was so springlike and enchanting!
A short distance before him three beautiful white
swans came sailing along the water from behind some
bushes. The poor, hitherto-despised outcast knew
the magnificent birds, and suddenly a feeling of deep
sadness came over him.

"I will fly to them, the beautiful birds! and they
will take my life, because I, ugly as I am, have
ventured to go near them. But it does not matter,
for it will be better to be killed by them than being
bitten by the ducks, pecked by the chickens, and
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